
meet twice in Mumbai to ascer-

tain its stand. After meeting the

governor in the evening, state

BJP chief Chandrakant Patil

said: “The mandate of the people

of Maharashtra was for the BJP-

Shiv Sena alliance. The Sena has,

however, disrespected the man-

date, hence we have decided to

not stake claim to form govern-

CHANGING DYNAMICS
With the BJP declining to form government, the role 
of the NCP and Congress has now become crucial 

CHALLENGES BJP FACED
Fewer seats: In 2014, the BJP 
won 122 seats, 23 short of majority, 
and was less dependent on the 
Sena. This time, it was 40 short of 

majority, so it needed Sena support

Power-sharing: A 50:50 
power-sharing formula has been 
the bone of contention between 
the two parties. Following the 

assembly results, the BJP has ruled out 
rotating the CM’s seat with the Sena

Sena offensive: The Sena's 
tirades have angered the BJP. It 
repeatedly used its mouthpiece 
Saamana to target the BJP 

leadership. BJP leaders said there is no 
point continuing with an “unruly ally”

Pawar play: Not only did the 
NCP win more seats than was 
expected, its chief Sharad Pawar 
has been in touch with Sena 

leadership since October 24, providing 
the latter with options beyond the BJP

Lack of communication: 
Uddhav and Fadnavis always had 
a direct line of talks that helped 
them resolve issues. But lately, 

Uddhav cut communication with the BJP, 
which made it hard to work out a deal

“Uddhav Thackeray 
clearly said today 
that the CM will be 
from Shiv Sena. If 
Uddhavji has said 
so, then, it means 
that there will be 
CM from Shiv Sena, 
at any cost.”
SANJAY RAUT, 
Shiv Sena leader

“We will see if the 
Sena votes against 
the BJP in the 
House to pull 
down the govt, 
then we’ll consider 
supporting a 
government led 
by Shiv Sena.”
NAWAB MALIK, 
NCP spokesperson

“We will discuss 
the issue and will 
seek advice of the 
party high-com-
mand on the 
future political 
stand. The party 
doesn't want 
President's Rule.”
ASHOK CHAVAN,
Congress leader

HOW THE ASSEMBLY LOOKS

BJP 

105
Shiv Sena  

56

NCP

54

145
 needed for majority

Cong

44

Others

29

288 SEATS

1

2

3

4

5

NEW DELHI:  Less than 48 hours

after they announced the sus-

pension of their agitation

against alleged police action

during the Tis Hazari clashes,

lawyers on Sunday said they

would resume their strike at all

district courts in Delhi from

Monday due to “failure of talks

with the Delhi Police”. 

A meeting between top police

officers, members of the Bar

Council of India and Bar Coun-

cil of Delhi was held on Sunday

in lieutenant-governor’s office

to resolve the standoff that

ensued after a clash between the

police and the lawyers on

November 2 at Tis Hazari court

in the national capital. 

“Despite our cooperation, no

concrete step has been taken to

arrest the police persons who

fired at advocates. So, there

would be a complete abstinence

from work with all peaceful

modes in all Delhi district

courts,” said Dhir Singh

Kasana, the secretary general of

coordination committee of all

district courts. ››P3

LAWYERS’ STRIKE 
TO CONTINUE AS 
MEET TO END ROW 
WITH POLICE FAILS

Pawan Dixit, Amrita Madhukalya 
and M Tariq Khan
n letters@hindustantimes.com

AYODHYA/LUCKNOW/NEW DELHI:  The

Centre may begin the process of

setting up a trust in Uttar Pra-

desh’s Ayodhya town only after

inter-ministerial deliberations,

said a senior official on Sunday,

as Hindu groups vied with each

other to be part of the body and a

key Muslim outfit called a meet-

ing on whether to accept an alter-

native plot as directed in the

Supreme Court a day before.

In Ayodhya, a phalanx of

security personnel continued to

patrol the largely-deserted

streets as the administration

turned its focus on managing the

sea of devotees expected to

descend for the Hindu religious

event of Kartik Purnima on

Tuesday. 

At least one million people are

expected to reach Ayodhya for

what is the first Hindu festival

after the apex court ruled in

favour of a Ram temple in Ayo-

dhya in a landmark decision on

CONTINUED ON P 8

Hindu groups eye Trust, 
Waqf to take call on plot

n Paramilitary force soldiers patrol in Ayodhya on Sunday. AP

GUWAHATI:  Supreme Court 

judges on Sunday heaped 

praises on CJI Ranjan 

Gogoi over the Ayodhya 

verdict, with justice Arun 

Mishra praising him for 

deciding “the most impor-

tant litigation facing this 

country” and justice Hris-

hikesh Roy lauding the 

CJI’s “leadership”.  

Justice Gogoi, however,

refused to delve on any 

“contentious” issue in his 

first public address after  

the crucial ruling. ››P9

SC JUDGES PRAISE CJI GOGOI

NEW DELHI: Full body scanners are

expected to return to Delhi’s

Indira Gandhi International (IGI)

airport for another round of trials

within a week, according to offi-

cials who said the new devices

have been customised for Indian

attire and address several short-

comings spotted in two trials car-

ried out in 2016 and 2017.

Initially, the scanners will be

used only by airport staff, a Cen-

tral Industrial Security Force

official said. The scanners are tel-

ephone booth-like structures and

produce an X-ray-like image with

no discernible personal features

to detect any object concealed on

the person. ››P3

Full-body scanners 
to return to IGI for 
third round of trial

Ritesh Mishra
n letters@hindustantimes.com

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh CM

Bhupesh Baghel has formed a

probe panel to investigate phone

hacking complaints of Chhattis-

garh-based rights activists and

also to look into a presentation

Israeli cyber intelligence com-

pany NSO Group, which has been

blamed for snooping, had made to

police officers in the state in 2017,

according to an order.

Activists Alok Shukla, Shalini

Gera, Bela Bhatia, and Degree

Prasad Chauhan had alleged

that their mobile phones were

targeted. ››P11

Chhattisgarh sets 
up panel to probe 
WhatsApp spying

Anisha Dutta
n anisha.dutta@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Indian Railways is

planning a complete overhaul of

security at railway stations

through the use of facial recogni-

tion technology backed by artifi-

cial intelligence to identify and

nab criminals, a proposal which,

one Internet freedom activist

warned, could be a violation of

individual privacy . 

The national transporter’s

security arm,  the Railway Pro-

tection Force (RPF), aims to link

the facial recognition system

(FRS) with existing databases

such as the Crime and Criminal

Tracking Network & Systems

(CCTNS) to identify criminals

who may be prowling railway sta-

tions. 

“ CCTNS is the criminal data-

base of Indian security agencies

and we are planning to connect

{it} with our FRS database

through a bridge software,”  an

RPF official said on condition of

anonymity. “With this we will

have access to a huge database of

criminals and our FRS software

can easily  be used to fetch the

photos [of potential criminals]

and match the faces. If we are able

to install this across all our major

stations, it will be a huge security

breakthrough. This is something

called preventive policing.”

CONTINUED ON P 7

Railways plans to use 
face recognition tech

Rajeev Jayaswal 
n rajeev.jayaswal@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The government is con-

sidering increasing the insur-

ance on bank deposits to more

than the ₹1 lakh at present, with

greater protection for senior citi-

zens, and may bring all financial

institutions under the Reserve

Bank of India’s scrutiny as part of

measures to improve safeguards

for depositors. 

The plans come in the wake of

the crisis at Mumbai-headquar-

tered Punjab and Maharashtra

Cooperative Bank (PMC) where

customers have not been able to

withdraw more than ₹50,000 since

late September when the central

bank found violations of banking

rules and under-reporting of bad

loans. 

At the start of the crisis, PMC

was estimated to have at least

₹11,000 crore in total deposits,

with the main protection for

depositors being the ₹1 lakh guar-

antee by Deposit Insurance and

Credit Guarantee Corporation

(DICGC) in case the bank turned

insolvent.

“A review of deposit insurance

is overdue, which includes sev-

eral aspects such as raising

insurance cover from

₹1 lakh to an appro-

priate level to reflect the current

reality,” said an official in the

administration, asking not to be

named. The cover of ₹1 lakh has

been unchanged since 1993, when

it was increased from ₹30,000. 

The official quoted above said

the changes also include reduc-

ing the premium burden, which

may be done by revising the way

it is calculated. At present, pre-

mium is calculated on the basis of

total deposits in a bank.

“There is no

CONTINUED

ON P 7

Centre considers raising insurance for 
deposits, more RBI scrutiny for banks

ANOTHER PART OF 
THE PLAN IS TO 
ENHANCE SAFEGUARDS 
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
WHO ARE DEPENDANT 
ON INTEREST INCOME, 
AN OFFICIAL SAID

HT Correspondents
n letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI :  The Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) on Sunday

abandoned efforts to form the

government in Maharashtra, cit-

ing the Shiv Sena’s “insult to the

mandate” and virtually challeng-

ing its pre-poll ally to stitch

together a majority with the help

of the Congress and the National-

ist Congress Party (NCP) after a

fortnight of bickering over pow-

er-sharing in the state.

Hours later, governor Bhagat

Singh Koshyari asked the Sena,

which won 56 seats, to indicate by

Monday evening its ability to

form the government. The NCP

said it will support the Sena’s bid

for power if the regional outfit

walks out of the BJP-led National

Democratic Alliance and final-

ises a common minimum pro-

gramme.

Sunday’s political drama came

a day after Koshyari asked the

BJP, which emerged as the sin-

gle-largest party in last month’s

assembly elections, to indicate its

“willingness and ability” to form

the government in the state.

The BJP’s surprise announce-

ment capped hectic political

activity during the day, which

saw the party’s core committee

BJP, CONGRESS RELEASE FIRST LISTS OF CANDIDATES 
FOR JHARKHAND ASSEMBLY POLLS >>htnation p10

NO ODD-EVEN 
TODAY AND 
TOMORROW
>>htmetro p4

‘Good luck to Sena’: BJP 
ditches bid to form govt
NEXT STEP Governor invites Uddhav’s party to stake claim; spotlight on Cong, NCP 

CHAHAR’S 6 WICKETS GIVE INDIA 2-1 WIN 
TAKES HAT-TRICK AS INDIA BEAT B’DESH BY 30 RUNS  >>htsport p16

mustread

RECORD OLYMPIC 
QUOTA IN SHOOTING
Shooters have won India a record 
15 spots for Tokyo as the country 
finished with a flourish, winning 
three quotas, on their last opportu-
nity to win Olympics 2020 berths at 
Doha on Sunday. ››P16

RUSSIAN HISTORY 
PROF KILLS LOVER
A Napoleon expert was arrested 
after he was hauled out of a river, 
which he had fallen into while 
trying to dispose off the body 
parts of his former student whom 
he had murdered. ››P14

FORMER CEC TN SESHAN DIES AGED 87
Former chief election commissioner (CEC) TN Seshan died on 
Sunday evening at the age of 87. A 1955 batch IAS officer, 
Seshan is credited with ushering in reforms in the election 
process and ensuring that the model code of conduct 
imposed on announcement of elections was adhered to. He 
also pushed for compliance by political parties to the spend-
ing limits imposed for election expenses. ››P11

ment. We have informed our deci-

sion to governor Bhagat Singh

Koshyari.” 

CONTINUED ON P 7
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ple were arrested and a Gwalior

jail warden, Mahesh Awad, was

suspended for bursting crackers

after the verdict, officials said. Of

these, eight arrests were made in

Seoni district and two in Gwalior,

police said.

In Uttarkhand, a Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) municipal

councilor was arrested for

uploading an allegedly provoca-

tive post on Facebook on Sunday,

police said. The accused identi-

fied as Shiv Kumar Gangwar of

Shiv Nagar ward had threatened

to kill those who come in the way

of building Ram Temple in Ayo-

dhya. “He has been arrested for

attacking under religion under

different sections of the IPC,” said

Vidyadutt Joshi, station house

officer at Transit Camp police sta-

tion, where the case was lodged.

The restrictions were imposed

keeping in the mind the violence

that lashed the country after the

demolition of the Babri Masjid in

Ayodhya in 1992. The clashes

killed around 2,000 people but this

time, no major incidents of vio-

lence were reported after the

court’s ruling on Saturday.

The administration in Rajast-

han, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pra-

desh and Uttar Pradesh extended

prohibitory orders under Section

144 of the CrPC, which bars

assembly of four or more people.

Police officials in these states said

flag marches and peace meetings

were conducted in sensitive areas

and people were advised not to

make provocative speeches or

social media posts.

At least 200,000 police and par-

amilitary personnel are posed in

the Hindi-speaking states cur-

rently. Before Saturday’s verdict,

the government deployed thou-

sands of members of paramilitary

forces and police in Ayodhya and

other sensitive places. Both

Hindu and Muslim leaders urged

people to maintain calm.

Suspension of internet servi-

ces continued in several places in

Uttar Pradesh such as Ayodhya,

Agra, Meerut, Varanasi and

Rampur. In Rajasthan, internet

remained suspended for the sec-

ond day in nine districts of Jaipur

and Bharatpur divisions and

towns of Ajmer, Kota and Bundi.

In Madhya Pradesh, the internet

ban continued in Bhopal and sev-

eral other sensitive areas. 

In UP, the internet suspension

will continue till Tuesday but will

lapse in Rajasthan on 10am Mon-

day. Police in Madhya Pradesh

will also take a call on extending

the suspension on Monday after

reviewing security and intelli-

gence inputs, officials said.

In Uttarkhand, which shares a

border with Uttar Pradesh, the

state police continued with Sec-

tion 144 restrictions and con-

ducted flag marches in pockets of

Dehradun, Nainital and Harid-

war districts on Sunday.

HT Correspondents
n letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW/JAIPUR/DEHRADUN/BHO-

PAL: Police arrested 100 people for

allegedly making provocative

posts on social media as security

deployment across northern

India remained tight and authori-

ties extended suspension of inter-

net services in pockets of the

heartland, a day after the

Supreme Court delivered its ver-

dict in the Ayodhya dispute.

Additional police forces,

which were deployed since

Diwali last month, will continue

to patrol in many cities of Uttar

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya

Pradesh, Bihar and Uttarkhand.

Internet services were suspended

in pockets of UP, Rajasthan and

Madhya Pradesh till Monday,

police said, in order to scotch

attempts to spread rumours and

misinformation.

Uttar Pradesh police said 77

persons were arrested under 34

cases of allegedly making provoc-

ative social media posts or

attempting to breach peace. 

“The action was taken against

8,275 social posts on various plat-

forms in past 48 hours,” said

inspector general (IG) of Police

(law and order) Praveen Kumar.

He said the action included regis-

tration of cases, removal of con-

tent and getting the profile of

users blocked. Of the total FIRs,

22 were lodged on Sunday and 12

on Saturday. 

In Rajasthan, 12 people were

arrested for posting objectiona-

ble content or trying to disturb

peace, police said. 

According to the police, two

people were arrested in Bikaner,

while one person each was

arrested in Jhalawar, Churu, Jai-

pur and Bundi districts.  Besides,

three people in Bikaner, two in

Hanumangarh and one each in

Kota rural and Tonk district were

arrested for distorting peace and

unlawful assembly, police said.

In Madhya Pradesh, eight peo-

100 arrested for posting 
‘provocative’ content
SC RULING Authorities extend suspension of internet services in pockets of the heartland

n Security personnel check motorists at a roadblock in Ayodhya on Sunday. AFP

Shishir Gupta
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  National Security

Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval acted as

a bridge on Sunday for an inter-

faith dialogue between eminent

Hindu and Muslims religious

leaders and intellectuals to

strengthen communication,

amity and brotherhood, a day

after the Supreme Court (SC)

judgment in the decades-long

Ayodhya dispute.

According to the NSA office,

Doval’s residence was the meet-

ing point of 18 Hindu religious

leaders and intellectuals with 12

prominent Muslim clerics and

scholars. Since being appointed

as NSA, Doval has kept in touch

with religious scholars on both

sides with the national security

perspective in mind.

The meeting had the blessings

of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, who wants to seek a closure

on the entire dispute. In spite of

all the pressures, the PM was

clear from day one that the solu-

tion had to come from the court

rather than a legislation.

It is understood that all the

participants reposed full faith in

the rule of law and Constitution of

India. The leaders resolved to

honour the SC decision and

appealed to all countrymen to

abide by it, emphasising that

national interest overrides all

considerations. 

The scholars from both the

communities extended their full

cooperation to the government in

ensuring peace, communal

harmony and upholding the rule

of law.

The Hindu scholars and emi-

nent persons were represented

by  Shri Avdeshanand; Swami

Parmatmananda; Vishwesha

Teertha Pejawar Swami; Swamis

Shruti Siddhaanand; Nirmala-

nand Natha; Bodhasarananda;

Mitranand; Perur Adheenam;

Chinna Ramanuja Jeeyar; Chi-

danand; Baba Ram Dev; Janan-

and; Jagadguru Sri Shivarathri

Deshikendra Mahaswami of Sut-

tur Math; Vishwa Hindu Pari-

shad (VHP) working president

Alok Kumar; VHP leaders Cham-

pat Rai, Surinder Jain, Jiveshwar

and Swami Kamaldas.

The Muslim scholars and cler-

ics were represented by Professor

Akhtrul Wasey, president, Mau-

lana Azad University, Jodhpur,

Navaid Hamid, president, All

India Muslim Majlis-e-Mushaw-

rat, Maulana Saeed Ahmed

Noori, President, Raza Academy,

Mumbai; Maulana Mahmood

Ahmed Khan Daryabadi, Gen-

eral Secretary, All India, Ulema

Council, Mumbai; Shia leader

Maulana Kalbe Jawad; Janab Sir-

ajuddin Qureshi, President, India

Islamic Culture Centre; Janab

Mujtaba Farooq, Secretary Gen-

eral of All India Muslim Majlis-e-

Mushawrat; Maulana Ashgar Ali

Imam Mehdi Sufi, President,

Anzuman-I-Islam, Mumbai; Syed

Nasuruddin Chisty, Mohammed

Engineer Slim, Vice President of

Jamait-e-Islami Hind and Pir

Farid Ahmed Nizami of Nizam-

uddin Auliya Dargah . The inter-

action took place at 11.30 am fol-

lowed by lunch.

According to the NSA office,

the attendees were alive to the

fact that certain anti-national

and hostile elements, both within

and outside the country, may

attempt to exploit the situation.

The religious leaders pledged

their unstinted support to the

Modi government in all the meas-

ures it may take to maintain

peace, law and order in the soci-

ety.

Both the sides noted with satis-

faction that the millions of Indi-

ans, belonging to both communi-

ties, displayed a great sense of

responsibility, sensitivity and

restraint in accepting the court

verdict. All the participants

appreciated the initiative on part

of the NSA and emphasised on a

continuous dialogue between

communities in the future so that

security of all Indian was

ensured.

S C H O L A R S  R E P O S E  FA I T H  I N  L AW

NSA Doval holds interfaith dialogue

n Parmatmananda (extreme left) addresses the meeting held at the 
residence of NSA Ajit Doval (3rd from left) in New Delhi on Sunday. PTI

M
y first memory of a

curfew is around the

time of Babri masjid’s

demolition in 1992. I

was born and spent the first dec-

ade of my life in a small village 40

km east of Ayodhya. While my

village remained calm during

this period, the neighbouring

town, where I attended school,

was tense and witnessed a few

incidents of communal friction. I

later learned, as a student of polit-

ical science, that Hindu-Muslim

conflict in India is primarily an

urban phenomenon.

The mobilisation for the con-

struction of a Ram Temple at the

disputed site in the second half of

the 1980s, the subsequent demoli-

tion of the Babri Masjid, and the

rise of the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) in the aftermath

made Ayodhya the primary sym-

bol of the Hindu-Muslim meta

narrative of Indian politics. How

will Saturday’s Supreme Court

judgment affect the course of

Indian politics?

First, by rejecting the claims of

the Nirmohi Akhara over the dis-

The survey data suggests of a

polarisation among India’s

youth, more so in rural areas.

This may be an effect of a slowing

economy in which young Indians

feel frustrated at the lack of

opportunities and believe that

other communities have bene-

fited due to the largesse of govern-

ment programmes. The BJP has

made deep penetration in rural

areas during the 2019 elections.

So while violence may not follow,

the judgment is unlikely to stop

everyday prejudice and humilia-

tion of India’s religious minority.

The Supreme Court, in its bal-

ancing act, has directed the gov-

ernment to find a five acre prime

land in Ayodhya to the Sunni

Waqf Board to build a mosque.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

has appealed all sections of soci-

ety to maintain harmony. Such

measures to safeguard the inter-

ests of religious minorities, to

instil confidence among them

and make them feel like equal cit-

izens must not stop at this. Modi

commands the political capital

within his party as well as in the

country to ensure that the judg-

ment is not seen as a victory of

one community and defeat of the

other community. He must not

miss this historic opportunity.

Rahul Verma is a fellow at the Centre
for Policy Research (CPR). The views

expressed are personal.

their concerns in a fair manner.

They now seem to be exiting the

political system.

 Despite an overall increase in

turnout in the last two Lok Sabha

elections, turnout among Mus-

lims has declined. If political

players use the judgment in a way

to feed a sense of frenzy among

Hindus and alienation among

Muslims, it will polarise society

with electoral implications.

Given that the BJP is having diffi-

culties on the economic front, and

many opposition parties are fac-

ing challenges of their own mak-

ing, this judgment may be mis-

cued to rally supporters.

Third, the frequency of large-

scale riots has declined since

1992, and low-intensity conflicts

have become more visible, what

Sudha Pai and Sajjan Kumar

describe as “Everyday Commu-

nalism”. Though the BJP

remained stuck with its core base

in the 2000s, the umbrella of Hin-

dutva constituency continued to

grow, bringing lower-caste com-

munities in its fold. This led to the

emergence of several outfits on

the ground competing among

themselves to emerge as the sole

representative of the broadened

Hindutva constituency. The com-

bined effect of these develop-

ments has been that the Hindu-

Muslim conflict has now spilled

over into rural areas.

unchanged for the first half of the

2000s. After the 2004 Lok Sabha

elections, the support for build-

ing a temple among Hindus and

for a mosque among Muslims

declined significantly. This trend

changed in the 2010s with the pro-

portion of Hindus demanding the

construction of a temple reaching

the 1996 level and the demand

among Muslims for a mosque

remained significantly low.

What explains moderation in

position of Muslim respondents

on this question? It seems that

large sections of the Muslim com-

munity have internalised that the

current system cannot address

the possibility of religious polari-

sation.

 The Lokniti-CSDS, in its sur-

veys since 1996, have regularly

asked respondents on what,

according to them, should be

built on the site of the demolished

mosque. 

In the 1996 survey, a little more

than half of the Hindu respon-

dents said that only a temple

should be built at the disputed

site, while almost an equal pro-

portion of Muslims said only a

mosque should be built there.

Support from both communi-

ties for their respective places of

worship largely remained

puted site, the judgment has

unintentionally consolidated the

position of the Rashtriya Sway-

amsevak Sangh (RSS) and its

affiliate, the Vishwa Hindu Pari-

shad (VHP) within the Hindu

right. In popular perception, as

well as in many academic analy-

ses, all Hindu right groups and

their political aspirations get

lumped into one. This had been a

mistake as emerging research

suggests the multiplicity of

strands within the Hindu right.

The Nirmohi Akhara, which was

the original plaintiff in this case,

and was awarded one-third of the

disputed land by the Allahabad

high court in 2010, was not on the

same page with RSS and VHP on

many matters, including the Ram

Temple mobilisation in the 1980s.

The VHP made concerted

efforts since then to become a

party in the dispute through

“friends” of Ram Lalla Virajman,

who represented the infant deity

in the court. The homogenisation

of the Hindu right in conjunction

with a BJP-led dominant party

system is likely to provide greater

momentum to RSS’s ideological

world view.

Second, while there is some

truth to the claim that the Ayo-

dhya issue has very limited elect-

oral potential, the indications

from public opinion data on this

issue warn us from overlooking

How judgment could affect the course of Indian politics

RAHUL VERMA

BY INVITATION

n Hanuman Garhi Mandir priest Raju Das and a local Muslim leader 
Babloo Khan at Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas Ayodhya on Sunday.  PTI

Pawan Dixit
n letters@hindustantimes.com

AYODHYA: A day after the Supreme

Court cleared the decks for a Ram

temple in Ayodhya, the Vishva

Hindu Parishad (VHP) and the

Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas said on

Sunday that the construction for

the same will begin at the earliest.

The Supreme Court bench on

Saturday unanimously awarded

the disputed site in Ayodhya to

Ram Lalla Virajman (the child

deity) and directed the Centre to

form a trust within three months

to facilitate its construction. 

Giving details of the blueprint,

which has been ready for dec-

ades, VHP regional spokesperson

Sharad Sharma said the two-sto-

rey temple will be 270 feet long,

135 feet wide, and will be con-

structed in Nagara style — a

prominent architecture genre in

north India. The temple design

was conceived in such a manner

that it would be constructed

using stone slabs, he said. 

Sharma added that the 125-

feet-high temple would have 106

pillars on each of the two floors.

Annu Bhai Sompura, who is

incharge of the Ram Janma-

bhoomi Nyas Karyashaala, had

earlier said the temple’s pillars

on the ground floor will be 16.5

feet high, while those on the sec-

ond floor will be 14.5 feet high. 

Replicas of the proposed tem-

ple have been on display at Karse-

vakpuram since 2001  and the

Nyas Karyashaala (workshop)

since 1990. Hazari Prasad, a VHP

member who takes care of the

temple model at Karsevakpuram,

said, “The proposed Ram temple

will have five entrances — Singh

Dwar, Nritya Mandap, Rang

Mandap, Pooja Room and Garbh

Griha...”

VHP, Nyas plan 
125-ft-tall temple 
with 212 pillars

Amrita Madhukalya 
n amrita.madhukalya@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI:  Archaeologist Buddha

Rashmi Mani, who initially led a

14-member Archaeological Sur-

vey of India (ASI) team that sur-

veyed the disputed site in Ayo-

dhya in 2003, expressed happi-

ness over the Supreme Court’s

judgment that paved the way for

the  construction of a Ram temple

there on Saturday. 

He said the court had taken an

impartial view of the longstand-

ing issue. Mani said that he

almost did not go for “the biggest

assignment of his career” in 2003

when he was asked to lead the

team at the site to study what was

underneath the Babri Masjid. “I

was not too keen as I had suffered

a brain stroke,” said Mani. 

Controversies marred Mani’s

assignment and the Allahabad

high court replaced him midway

as the ASI team head.

 “The court wanted me to con-

tinue digging, but I had chalked

out a procedure and dug up till 45

metres within. I felt there was no

need to dig further,” said Mani,

who continued to be part of the

team despite his replacement. 

Mani said that they found

Northern Black Polish ware,

sculptures, and 50 pillar bases.

“We took back the historical

period of the structure 900 years

to 1600 BC,” he said. 

Mani was in 2016 named as the

National Museum’s director gen-

eral (DG) following his retire-

ment. His stint ended in August

this year. 

Mani dismissed criticism that

he was awarded for his work post-

retirement. “I retired as the addi-

tional ASI DG... people less quali-

fied than me and even people

from outside were given the DG’s

post overlooking me. I suffered

due to my association with the

Ayodhya case,” said Mani. 

Another former ASI archaeol-

ogist KK Mohammed, who was

part of the team in 1976-77 and the

first to claim that the site had a

Hindu temple below the Babri

Masjid, too, welcomed the judge-

ment. “I cannot think of a better

way this could have panned out. I

was under a lot of strain for say-

ing that a temple structure

existed underneath. This [court

verdict] makes me happy that

what I was saying all along was

not untrue,” said Mohammed. 

S U R V E Y S  H E L D  O V E R  T H E  Y E A R S

ASI officials who led 
inspections hail order

parties, took a nuanced stand.

While they reiterated that court

verdict was the best way to solve

the problem in the absence of

negotiations, they also pointed

out to some “questionable” parts

of the judgment.

Trinamool Congress chief

Mamata Banerjee opted to

remain silent on the judgment.

Senior Biju Janata Dal leader

Bhartruhari Mahtab described

the reaction of the political par-

ties as a “natural sentiment”. 

“Respect to the law has been

the backbone to the Indian

democracy. Supreme Court’s

decision has given justice to all

and that is the reason why una-

nimity in praising the judgment

across political lines. There is a

natural sentiment and a broad

national consensus in the politi-

cal spectrum, when there is call of

nation building,” he said.

“The case has ended but the

politics over Lord Ram is not

going to end in the near future...”

Achirangshu Acharya, an

economist at the Viswa Bharati

University, said: “It was an issue

that had been pending for almost

26 years and as an amicable solu-

tion has been reached, the politi-

cal parties chose to hail it rather

than creating any new contro-

versy. Also, in the present politi-

cal and social scenario of India,

one has to tread cautiously on

such issues which involve deep

religious sentiments.”

or genuine issues of national

security.”

In a unanimous verdict on Sat-

urday, the five-judge SC bench

cleared the way for the construc-

tion of a Ram temple in Ayodhya,

and directed the Centre to allot a

5-acre plot to the Sunni Waqf

Board for building a mosque. 

The verdict was hailed by a

majority of the political parties,

including the Bahujan Samaj

Party, the Samajwadi Party, the

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,

the Congress, the Rashtriya Jan-

ata Dal and Telugu Desam Party,

who also appealed for caution and

spoke about mutual respect

between communities.

A few, however, disagreed.

Among those who expressed dis-

satisfaction was secretary of the

All India Muslim Personal Law

Board Zafaryab Jilani, the coun-

sel for the Sunni Waqf Board, one

of the parties in the title dispute

case. “We are dissatisfied with

certain findings of the Supreme

Court... We respect the Supreme

Court verdict and respectfully

disagree with certain aspects…

We will file a review petition if our

committee agrees,” he said. 

All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul

Muslimeen leader Asaduddin

Owaisi, too, expressed his dis-

pleasure, saying that the

“Supreme Court is supreme but

not infallible”.

The Communist Party of India

(Marxist), along with other Left

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: After political parties of

different shades calibrated their

positions after the Supreme

Court delivered one of the most

crucial judgments in the history

of India’s judiciary on Saturday,

there was a broad-based,

unscripted consensus in welcom-

ing the judgment and acceptance

of reality.

Such similarity in political

stands, lawmakers underlined,

was a rare sight especially in the

recent times, but it has often been

on display when dealing with a

larger national issue.

Congress’ Lok Sabha leader

Adhir Chowdhury said the gen-

eral rule of Indian polity was that

“we don’t go beyond a certain

social and political limit”.

“It is true that there was a com-

monality in the voice of the politi-

cal parties, barring a few, on Sat-

urday, that is because responsi-

ble political parties have always

tried to treat national issues in a

different way. In Indian demo-

cratic structure we have always

held that the Supreme Court’s

decision is the law of the land.”

Senior Congress leader

Abhishek Singhvi maintained

that intrinsic Indian political sen-

timents had been “both argumen-

tative and convergent and con-

sensual”. “No doubt the intrinsic

Indian sentiments is to be both

argumentative and convergent

and consensual. There is no nec-

essary contradiction in this.

Despite the undoubted existence

of perpetual naysayers, there has

historically been large areas of

national consensus even without

a court order and much more so

with a court order. Foreign pol-

icy, the approach to Pakistan and

China, now Ayodhya judgment

Top court verdict offers a rare 
glimpse of political consensus 

›
In Indian democratic
structure we have

always held that the 
Supreme Court’s decision 
is the law of the land.
ADHIR CHOWDHURY,  Cong leader

›
Respect to the law has
been the backbone to

the Indian democracy. 
Supreme Court’s decision 
has given justice to all...
BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB,  BJD leader

Amrita Madhukalya
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Amid speculations

that the Ayodhya trust could be

formed on the lines of Gujarat’s

Somnath Trust, officials familiar

with the developments said the

latter wrote to the Centre on the

composition and constitution of

the upcoming body.

Retired Gujarat chief secre-

tary Praveen Laheri, a trustee of

the Somnath Trust, said it had

sent a note a few months ago,

after it was approached by gov-

ernment officials on the matter.

The contents of the note, how-

ever, remained confidential. 

A union minister, privy to the

developments, said: “Decisions

are yet to be taken and meetings

are being planned; the Somnath

Temple trust is a clear point of

reference for us before we begin

the process.”

The contours of the Ayodhya

trust, mandated by the Supreme

Court to build a Ram temple, are

yet to be decided, said govern-

ment officials, adding that Prime

Minister Narendra Modi was

likely to call a meeting on the

future course of action next

week. “A decision on the Trust

will be taken only after inter-

ministerial deliberations and

after the government’s advisers

go through the 1045-page judge-

ment,” said an official. 

There was also speculation

that for the construction of the

temple, the Ayodhya Trust could

avoid taking money from the

government and accept dona-

tions from the public. 

Apart from Laheri, the trust

has PM Modi, BJP president

Amit Shah, BJP veteran LK

Advani, and businessman

Harshavardhan Neotia and pro-

fessor Jivanbhai Parmar as its

members, with former Gujarat

chief minister Keshubhai Patel

as its chairperson. The trustee’s

position is currently vacant.

Somnath panel wrote to 
govt over temple trust

Sadiq Naqvi
n letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI:  In his first public

address after delivering the cru-

cial judgment in the Ayodhya

case, Chief Justice of India Ran-

jan Gogoi refused to delve on any

“contentious” issue during an

event in Guwahati on Sunday.

Gogoi, who is retiring on

November 17, was addressing the

launch of the Assamese transla-

tion of 2016 book Courts of India:

past to present.  “I do not wish to

get into any contentious issue.

This is not the occasion for this,”

Gogoi said.

Other judges attending the

event, however, heaped praise on

CJI Gogoi and the verdict. Justice

Arun Mishra praised CJI Gogoi

for deciding on the “the most

important litigation facing this

country”. “He has achieved the

impossible… 1000-page judge-

A  D AY  A F T E R  V E R D I C T

SC judges praise order, 
CJI refuses to comment

ment within three weeks, two

weeks... this is rather impossi-

ble... a herculean task…”

While Justice Hrishikesh Roy

said the “leadership of judging”

was very well displayed in Satur-

day’s verdict, Justice Shripathi

Ravindra Bhat called it a “turn-

ing point in history”, adding that

it was a “unique moment which

we must savour”.  

Chief Justice-designate SA

Bobde was also present at the

event.

n Ranjan Gogoi
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